
Date of Approval:30/10/2025
Date of Publication:30/10/2025



Date of Approval:30/10/2025
Date of Publication:30/10/2025

Table of Contents

Page Number

From the Secretary's Desk 3

About Aaina 4

Sponsors and Partners 5

Executive Committee 6

About Aaina’s Contributions to UNSDGs
SDG1 7
SDG2 8
SDG3 8
SDG4 9
SDG5 10
SDG6 11
SDG8 12
SDG9 13
SDG10 14
SDG11 14
SDG12 15
SDG13 16
SDG15 16
SDG16 17
SDG17 18

Aaina Media Spotlights 19

Audit Report 20

Balance Sheet 21

Income & Expenditure Account 22

Receipts & Payments Account 23

Annexures 24

Transparency & Accountability Disclosures 26

Financial Analysis 28

h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h
h


Date of Approval:30/10/2025
Date of Publication:30/10/2025

From the Secretary's Desk

Like every new year brings hope, this year too began with renewed energy and a deep commitment
toward organizational and professional growth. We were humbled to be recognized among the Top
20 NGOs at the Social Impact Awards, an acknowledgment of Aaina’s consistent dedication to
inclusion, empowerment, and community-led change. The enthusiasm that followed this recognition
has strengthened our resolve to continue working with honesty, compassion, and innovation.

The year 2024–25 was one of meaningful progress and collaboration. Through our diverse
initiatives—from women’s economic empowerment and disability inclusion to adolescent
engagement and climate action—we have continued to bridge the gap between grassroots realities
and policy frameworks. Our efforts under the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) reaffirmed
our belief that sustainable development is only possible when no one is left behind.

Projects such as Seed for Survival, Project SHRUTI, Healthy Cities for Adolescents and other projects
have demonstrated how collective action and local leadership can transform lives—be it through
organic farming, accessible education, or inclusive urban design. The creation of India’s first sensory
street—Sensephere— in Bhubaneswar stands as a symbol of what true inclusion can look like when
communities, government, and civil society work hand in hand.

At Aaina, every milestone reflects the trust and partnership of our communities, donors, government
allies, and dedicated team members. I express my heartfelt gratitude to our partners—both
institutional and individual—whose continued faith enables us to reach further and work deeper.

As we move ahead, our focus remains clear: to nurture inclusivity, strengthen accountability, and
innovate in ways that empower women, persons with disabilities, children, and adolescents to claim
their rights and shape their futures. The journey is long, but with every small step, we are building a
more just, equitable, and resilient world.

(Mrs. Sneha Mishra)

Secretary, aaina
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About Aaina

WhoWe Are

Aaina, meaning mirror, was founded in 1998 in Odisha by a group of socially sensitive individuals
who envisioned a society where no one is left behind. Over the past 25+ years, Aaina has emerged
as one of the state’s leading voluntary organisations in disability inclusion, women’s empowerment,
and child rights.

Our work spans 424 villages across six districts and involves collaboration with over 100 network
partners in 24 other districts. From grassroots communities to policymakers, Aaina bridges local
action with systemic advocacy, ensuring that the voices of the most vulnerable shape development.

Our Vision

Aaina envisages an inclusive society where each person has an identity, independence and exercises
his/her rights with dignity and equality, especially persons with disability, women, children, the
elderly, the ultra-poor and other socially excluded groups.

Our Mission

● Recognise and realise the human rights of persons with disabilities and the elderly through

participatory program interventions.

● Promote gender equality and justice and empower women in all spheres of life.

● Facilitate the rights of children through education, protection and inclusive opportunities.

● Respond to disaster and climate challenges with a human-rights lens.

● Continuously evolve as a dynamic, research-informed organisation influencing policy
through partnerships, training and advocacy.

Thematic Areas of Work

● Disability Inclusion & Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR/CBID)

● Child Rights, Education & Adolescent Engagement

● Gender Equality & Women’s Empowerment

● Livelihoods & Social Protection

● WASH &Menstrual Health Management

● Disaster Risk Reduction & Humanitarian Response

● Research, Training & Capacity Building

● Networking & Multi-stakeholder Partnerships
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Sponsors & Partners

International Labour Government Government UNICEF National Alliance of Women
Organisation of India of Odisha

Credibility Alliance Water Aid Sense International Self Employed Guidestar India
f. India India Women’s Association

Professional Assistance for United Nations Cholamandalam Paul Hamlyn Water Initiatives
Development Action Women Finance Foundation

Karuna Trust Sustainable Environment World Resource Saraswati Network for Education
f. and Ecological Development Society Institute India & Health Advocacy

Foundation Botnar The Savitri Waney Charitable Trust Wipro Foundation

Calibo Start Network Mundo Cooperante Odisha MHH
Alliance
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Aaina’s Contributions to the UN’s Development Goals

SDG 1
No Poverty
End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Poverty has been one of the biggest global challenges, given its
intersection across multiple fundamental aspects of human living.
For Aaina, the goal is not merely to give economic support but
also to provide social capital upon which to build. The
communities require social support networks, advocacy,
education and consciously encouraged sustainable development.
Aaina’s interventions during the reporting year concentrated on
strengthening women’s economic resilience, expanding access to
social protection and enabling inclusive livelihood pathways for
marginalised groups away from poverty.

● Seed for Survival identified 500 women farmers across 30
villages (Bhanjanagar) and established a Women
Farmers Support Centre to facilitate Farmer ID,
cooperative registration and access to government
schemes (PMAY, SUBHADRA) for the betterment of their
livelihoods.

● A baseline survey reached 600 women, and targeted
capacity-building on organic cultivation and
vermicomposting was delivered to 300 women,
equipping participants with low-input production skills
and entrepreneurship potential.

● In collaboration with KVK, a floriculture demonstration in Agulapada supported two women
with 500 marigold saplings each, generating ₹10,000 per woman in the first cycle — a
replicable micro-income model.

● Organisation-wide results included 403 women placed in employment, 83 women
supported through the Women Support Centre (Phulbani), 10 young women receiving IGP
grants of ₹5,000 each, 400 new SEWA members (and 850 renewals), 250 E-Shram
registrations and 940 women covered under Farmer ID outreach.

● Khurda interventions converted Disabled People organisation (DPOs) into SHGs (24 SHGs
formed), extended IGP support to 10 persons with disabilities, and linked 68 PwDs in
Kamakshyanagar to livelihood opportunities; Project SHRUTI complemented these efforts
through hearing-care services and assistive devices (25 hearing aids distributed).
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SDG 2
Zero Hunger
End hunger, achieve food security & improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture

Zero hunger is crucial to address because, without a society with enough safe and nutritious food,
the population will continue to degrade in every humanitarian metric of sustenance and growth.
Community development occurs only when food security, a strong nutritional foundation, and
sustainable agricultural practices are in place for a regenerative food system unaffected by adverse
environmental shocks. Aaina’s work during the year focused on improving household food security,
promoting community seed sovereignty and enhancing nutrition awareness among adolescents and
pregnant women.

● Functional seed banks were established in all 30 villages,
each equipped with three seasonal containers (for winter,
rainy, and summer crops) and registers to record seed type,
quantity, and date.Established functional seed banks in all
30 operational villages, each equipped with three
trunks/containers (winter, rainy, summer) and registers
tracking seed type, quantity and date. Seed-exchange
activities began in February 2025, enabling local access to
indigenous vegetable and seasonal crop varieties and
reducing dependence on hybrid seeds.

● Alongside village banks, households were encouraged to conserve seeds locally, ensuring
stability in food supplies and diversifying diets through consistent access to vegetables.

● During National Nutrition Week (Sept 2024), outreach sessions engaged 12 adolescents and
19 pregnant women, of which five adolescents and 14 pregnant women reported improved
understanding of their nutrition needs.

● The combination of seed banks, home conservation and nutrition awareness directly
strengthens local food sovereignty, dietary diversity and maternal-child nutrition outcomes.

SDG 3
Good Health and Well Being
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Building atop the aforementioned SDG 2, access to good health and well-being is a human right,
more so for the communities that otherwise face pervasive barriers that hinder their access to
nutrition based on gender, sex, age or physical ability. Aaina’s work during the year advanced
community health through organic farming, maternal and child health initiatives, and adolescent
well-being programmes, contributing to better physical and psychosocial outcomes.
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● By promoting organic methods — eliminating chemical fertilisers and pesticides, and using
cow-dung and vermicompost — the project reduced agrochemical exposure for farmers and
consumers while improving soil and food safety and increasing farmers’ capacities. As a
result, 380 women farmers adopted organic methods, with
vermicompost production continuing in Ramapalli and
Sadhugaon villages, including sales to the Forest Department.

● Under the RMNCH+A framework, Aaina conducted multiple
awareness programmes. OnWorld Health Day (6 April 2024), 77
adolescents participated in sessions promoting preventive
health practices. DuringWorld Breastfeeding Week (1–7 August
2024), 64 women were reached, and 34 reported improved
understanding of exclusive breastfeeding. These activities directly addressed maternal and
child health behaviours.

● Community health camps facilitated early detection and treatment. A notable case involved
a woman from Godibari diagnosed with Hepatitis B; after timely referral and follow-up, she
fully recovered by September 2024.

● Complementary events on menstrual hygiene, Global Handwashing Day and cyclone
preparedness reached community members in slum and village settings. These initiatives
contributed to reduced health risks and improved care-seeking behaviour.

● The Sensephere, India’s first-ever tactical urbanism intervention, created inclusive
adolescent spaces. Over nine days, it attracted ~1,200 visitors (daily footfall >200) and
engaged ~250 adolescents, including 47 with disabilities, in workshops, audits and
participatory design. Activities such as games, dark-room experiences and cultural
programmes supported social inclusion and adolescent mental well-being.

● Under the Rakshan project a Workshop on Inclusive Sports & Creative Camps organised in
Baliguda with 40 (16 women, 8 persons with disabilities) participants. To Strengthen
physical and social inclusion through sports and recreation.

SDG 4
Quality Education
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all

Equitable and inclusive education forms the foundational skill set for young minds to develop and
open their eyes to what is possible with the everyday things around them. It plays an important role,
not only from an employment and entrepreneurship point of view but also for poverty alleviation,
reduced inequality and sustainable development. Aaina’s programmes during the reporting year
focused on strengthening knowledge, skills and inclusive education through structured capacity-
building for women farmers, targeted support for children with disabilities, and adolescent
engagement in schools and public spaces. Projects assisted in reinforcing women’s agricultural skills,
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promoted inclusive schooling for children with disabilities, enhanced adolescent participation and
developed leadership skills.

● Conducted surveys to identify training needs. Capacity-building sessions conducted on
organic farming and vermicomposting reached 300 women. In addition, 48 women farmers
attended a residential leadership and technical training at SAMBHAV (Rohibanka, Nayagarh)
on organic

● Farming, seed conservation and group leadership to sustain
seed banks and farmer groups.

● Project SHRUTI extended direct educational support
through school-based screenings and therapies. A total of
89 schools were covered, reaching 5,087 children (along
with 1,200 adults at camps). Services included educational
support to attain minimum learning levels, 12 children
receiving speech and language therapy, and 18 children
supported through home visits by special educators.

● Awareness programmes strengthened school and community participation in child rights
and education. Child Rights Week (14–23 Nov 2024) reached 167 children and adolescents,
while National Girl Child Day (24 Jan 2025) engaged 160 adolescents. On Teachers’ Day (5
Sept 2024), 23 adolescents and 3 Anganwadi workers participated in activities to
strengthen teacher–student relations.

● Under the WRI Healthy City for Adolescents project, adolescents participated in the process
of co-creating safe, vibrant and healthy cities for adolescents: 30 workshops (28 with
adolescents), 13 public-space audits, and 5 FGDs. One hundred seventeen new adolescents
joined audits (53 male, 64 female), with three adolescents presenting their work on
inclusive public spaces at national platforms such as
Connect Karo.

● Under the RAKSHAN Project, Sign Language Trainings
(including TOT) with 55 participants,Capacity
Development Workshop on Disability and Inclusion with
40 participants, was organized at Baliguda to Improved
inclusive teaching and communication skills among
educators, facilitators, and community leaders
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SDG 5
Gender Equality
Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Gender equality as an achievement can only occur when every woman and girl feels empowered in
the public space. The aim is to actively work against visible and internalised discrimination against
them and ensure their participation, the existence of leadership spaces and universal access to
sexual and reproductive health and rights. Aaina’s programmes are woman-centred and designed to
enhance women’s agency, leadership, and visibility in agriculture, fostering adolescent girls’
participation and promoting gender equality through community and school-based initiatives.
Through the multiple projects undertaken, Aaina advanced women’s recognition as farmers, built
their leadership capacity, and consistently promoted gender equity across agriculture, education,
community mobilisation and urban engagement.

● Women were recognised as farmers and
entrusted with leadership roles in community
institutions. In every village, two women were
elected as seed-bank caretakers, managing
registers and facilitating seed exchange.
Additionally, 48 women participated in
residential leadership training at SAMBHAV,
alongside larger cohorts receiving organic
farming and vermicomposting capacity-
building.

● This Centre helped overcome digital and administrative barriers that often exclude rural
women by providing support with online scheme registration, Farmer IDs, PMAY,
SUBHADRA and cooperative applications, enabling access to entitlements and financial
inclusion.

● On International Women’s Day (8 March 2025), 200 women participated in collective
celebrations, creating visibility for women’s roles and contributions to community
development.

● Targeted programming addressed the needs and rights of adolescent girls. During
International Girl Child Day (9–11 October 2024), 55 adolescents and local leaders
participated in discussions and cultural events, while a Rakshabandhan programme
engaged 15 adolescents on gender equality themes. Girl-focused programming also
included Global Menstrual Hygiene Day, with 27 adolescents (audience ~100) sensitised on
menstrual health.
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SDG 6
Clean Water and Sanitation
Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

Water is a recognised and undeniable necessity of life. Apart from other needs, potable water
availability and sustainable management must be focused on. Water-related ecosystems need to be
protected with improved efficiency for the currently used amounts through integrated water
management in this era of water scarcity. Aaina’s interventions during the year addressed sanitation
and hygiene primarily through awareness and behavioural change activities, while also contributing
indirect environmental benefits through promoting organic farming practices.

● On Global Handwashing Day (15–22 October 2024), 50 children and adolescents
participated in practical hygiene sessions, reinforcing
the importance of handwashing as a preventive health
behaviour.

● Awareness events on menstrual hygiene and other
preventive practices complemented WASH-related
outreach, reducing risks of diarrhoeal and respiratory
diseases in slum and rural communities.

● The shift to organic inputs (eliminating chemical
fertilisers and pesticides) by 380 women farmers reduced the likelihood of agrochemical
runoff into local water bodies, contributing indirectly to safer water and healthier
ecosystems.

● No direct WASH infrastructure — such as toilets, piped water, or engineering works — was
implemented; contributions under this SDG are behavioural and environmental co-benefits
rather than hardware solutions.

SDG 8
Decent Work and Economic Growth
Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all

Decent work is a concept that talks about liberation through productive work done in secure and
free conditions that respect human dignity. For a society focused on economic freedom, there is an
inherent need for opportunities encompassing fair income, safe workplaces, social protection and
even personal development through expression and dialogue. Aaina’s initiatives supported
livelihood opportunities, skill development and income pathways for women farmers, self-help
groups, persons with disabilities and adolescents.

● Through the Women Farmers Support Centre and convergence with KVK, two women in
Agulapada received 500 marigold saplings each and earned ₹10,000 each in a single crop
cycle, showcasing floriculture as a viable income source. In parallel, women farmers
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practised organic farming methods, creating long-term potential for increased household
earnings from sustainable produce.

● The project advanced cooperative registrations and facilitated Farmer ID and Krushak
Odisha enrolments, enabling women farmers to
access subsidies, markets and entitlements
formally. These linkages broadened economic
participation and reduced exclusion from state
programmes.

● Vermicomposting was introduced and promoted
as an additional micro-enterprise. Active units in
villages such as Ramapalli and Sadhugaon have
supplied compost to the Forest Department,
establishing proof of demand and income
potential.

● On 21 March 2025, 35 participants from SHGs, MAS and frontline health workers received
training to strengthen organisational and livelihood capacities. This built collective skills for
accessing schemes, sustaining income activities and supporting women’s economic
independence.

● In Project SHRUTI, explicit objectives included facilitating income-generation activities and
schematic linkages for adults and children with hearing loss. Assistive devices such as
hearing aids (25 distributed) and education/rehabilitation services reduce barriers to
schooling and work, enabling long-term economic participation.

SDG 9
Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure
Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and
foster innovation

From the first days of India’s independence, the need for social infrastructure as the underlying
layer for the growth of a nation has been recognised. Resilient infrastructure is the base, but we
require this to go beyond mere tangible assets and promote inclusivity and sustainability.
Technological advancements should foster innovation while remaining environmentally sound and
resource efficient. Aaina has invested in grassroots infrastructure, innovative processes, and
partnerships to strengthen agricultural systems, inclusive service delivery, and adolescent-friendly
urban design.

● 30 functional village seed banks were established, each with three trunks/containers
(winter, rainy, summer) and registers to document seed type, date and quantity. This
infrastructure ensured proper storage, tracking and access to indigenous seeds.

● Permanent vermicompost pits were constructed in
multiple villages, including Rampalli, Kaliamba,
Agulapada, Sadara, Balatunu, Laxmipalli, Sadhugaon
and Dirbisingh. Th
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● These units provide organic inputs, reduce dependency on chemical fertilisers, and create
potential micro-enterprise opportunities.

● Women Farmers Support Centre operated as a service hub for digital and registration
support (Farmer ID, Subhadra, cooperative registration), while maintaining a baseline of 500
women farmers. It also facilitated convergence with agriculture and horticulture
departments for technical advice, training and subsidies.

● Project SHRUTI introduced innovations in hearing care, including the distribution of 25
hearing aids, promotion of cochlear implant awareness and the use of communication apps.
Service delivery was extended through a mobile van and a trained multidisciplinary team
(audiologist, speech-language pathologist, special educator), covering 45 villages.
Partnerships with NIRTAR and ALIMCO enabled fitment and device distribution.

● India’s first sensory street, Sensephere, was piloted on a 300-metre stretch of Bhima Bhoi
Street. The retrofit included tactile pathways, Braille railings, sign-language murals and
sensory play zones. Informed by community audits and workshops, this low-cost
demonstration recorded daily footfall of over 200 visitors, with ~1,200 visitors over nine
days, validating its uptake and replicability.

SDG 10
Reduced Inequalities
Reduce inequality within and among countries

Disparities between different communities keep driving an invisible wedge between the social
structure, disrupting the delicately woven harmony that ensures continuous and inclusive growth.
This year, Aaina’s programmes actively focused on reducing social, economic, and geographic
inequalities by prioritising women, persons with disabilities, children, and adolescents in rural and
urban settings. Through these combined rural, health, social-protection and urban interventions,
Aaina measurably reduced inequalities in access to entitlements, healthcare, livelihoods and safe
public spaces.

● The Seed for Survival project explicitly targeted the rights
of women, children, and persons with disabilities,
reaching out across 30 villages. Activities included
scheme enrolments, leadership opportunities and
community dialogues with men and frontline workers to
break down barriers to services and income.

● Project SHRUTI addressed hearing impairment through
widespread outreach in 45 villages and 89 schools,
conducting school and village camps followed by home
visits. This resulted in 5,087 children and 1,200 adults
attending assessment camps, 453 ENT referrals made,
and 25 hearing aids distributed (16 to children, 9 to adults). These interventions reduced
geographic and service inequalities in healthcare.



Date of Approval:30/10/2025
Date of Publication:30/10/2025

● The programme extended to vulnerable urban settlements such as Science Park and CRP
Munda Sahi, as well as rural villages including Godibari and Birsa Munda, organising
targeted awareness events.

● Under the Healthy City for Adolescents project, inclusion
was embedded in public-space design. Around 47
adolescents with disabilities participated in audits and co-
design workshops. The Sensephere pilot improved
accessibility, with “effortless” access rising from 16%→ 56%
and perceived safety at night increasing from 4% → 66%
post-intervention.

● As part of the Rakshan project- Workshop on SHG
Formation and Capacity Development Workshop on
Disability and Inclusion for Banawasi Seva Sangh Staff,
Parents & Youth with Disabilities in Kandhamal with 75
participants.

SDG 11
Sustainable Cities and Communities
Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

A city is what its community makes of it, and the environment inherently shapes the community. A
place to live in that is accessible and safe builds a community that is willing to share and work
together – an often overlooked part of making cities resilient. Aaina worked to create secure,
inclusive and resilient communities across both rural and urban contexts, combining local
institutional engagement with innovative public-space initiatives. From strengthening rural India
through institution-building and building India-first urban safe-space interventions, Aaina has
contributed to safer, more vibrant and inclusive communities for
women, adolescents and persons with disabilities.

● In villages, inclusive systems were strengthened through
peer-support groups, school-based inclusion efforts and
convergence with frontline workers and PRI. The initiative
was accepted and welcomed by PRI members, teachers
and block and district education functionaries, ensuring
sustainable support for camps and community mobilisation.

● Large community gatherings such as Raja celebrations, Independence Day programmes
and community competitions engaged 150–200+ participants simultaneously, fostering
social cohesion and shared ownership of development activities.

● Aaina collaborated with WRI India and Bhubaneswar Development Authority (Safe City
initiative) to create safe and vibrant public spaces for adolescent girls in Bhubaneswar,
marking a key urban safety and inclusion intervention during the reporting period.
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● The Sensephere pilot transformed a 300-metre stretch of Bhima Bhoi Street into India’s first
sensory street. Co-designed through 30 workshops, 13 audits and 5 FGDs involving ~250
adolescents (including those with disabilities), the space recorded daily usage of over 200
visitors and ~1,200 visitors during its nine-day activation. Accessibility rated as “very easy”
rose from 16%→ 56%, and perceived night-time safety improved from 4%→ 66%.

SDG 12
Responsible Consumption and Production
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

Consumption and production patterns dictate the regeneration rate and the scope for any space to
be self-sufficient. Doing more and better with less forms the baseline for reduced losses and
sustainable management of efficient resources. Aaina promoted sustainable production practices
and responsible consumption through organic farming, community seed banks, and youth-focused
environmental awareness initiatives. Combining organic production systems with youth-led
recycling and awareness, Aaina fostered a sustainable consumption and production culture across
rural and urban communities.

● Helped women farmers shift to organic methods of cultivation, primarily vegetables, with
discussions underway to extend practices to paddy. This transition reduces chemical
dependency and promotes healthier, low-input production systems.

● Functional seed banks were established in all 30 villages, each with seasonal trunks (winter,
rainy, summer) and registers to document seed type and quantity. These banks ensure
conservation of indigenous varieties, seed exchange,
and home-level seed sovereignty, reinforcing
sustainable resource management.

● During World Environment Day, adolescents
participated in a “Workshop on Plastic Vs Planet”
where they produced 12 items from recycled
materials. Similarly, 32 adolescents engaged in eco-
activities on World Earth Day, while 56 participated
in World Environment Day activities.

SDG 13
Climate Action
Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

Unfortunately, disasters are becoming more common due to the changing climate; hence, there is
an urgent need to focus on integrating climate measures into policies, education, and awareness
and investing in technological and financial mechanisms that support climate goals. Aaina made an
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explicit organisational shift toward climate action, linking grassroots agricultural practices and
community awareness initiatives to broader sustainability and resilience goals. Through multiple
projects, Aaina educated local communities on climate adaptation and mitigation pathways,
integrating sustainable agriculture with awareness-building to enhance community resilience.

● By encouraging farmers to adopt organic methods, the programme contributes to restoring
soil life, reducing greenhouse gas emissions from
agrochemicals, and improving the climate resilience of
farming households.

● Construction and use of vermicompost units in villages
provides a sustainable alternative to synthetic fertilisers.
Ongoing production, including sales to the Forest
Department, demonstrated both ecological benefits and
economic viability.

● Environmental events, plastic-alternative workshops, and cyclone preparedness sessions
engaged adolescents and communities in climate-awareness and resilience practices.

SDG 15
Life on Land
Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably
manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt

Life on land emphasises protecting, restoring, and promoting
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems by sustainably managing
forests, deserts, and addressing ongoing land degradation and
biodiversity loss. Aaina’s initiatives promoted biodiversity
conservation, soil health, and sustainable land use by integrating
seed conservation, organic practices, tree planting and cross-sector
linkages with government institutions. Aaina directly contributed to
strengthening terrestrial ecosystems and promoting sustainable land-use practices through in situ
seed conservation, nutrient cycling via vermicomposting, and targeted tree-planting and awareness
drives.

● Functional seed banks were established in 30 villages, ensuring preservation of indigenous
varieties and strengthening local biodiversity.

● Tree planting activities were organised during International Girl Child Day, reinforcing
awareness of environmental stewardship and contributing to local greening.

● Active vermicompost production in villages reduced dependence on chemical fertilisers,
creating an institutional linkage between community practices and state-level landscape
management.

● Collaboration with the Forest Department highlights integrating grassroots conservation
practices into broader land stewardship frameworks.
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● Environmental activities, including World Earth Day and related greening events, engaged
adolescents and communities in sustainability themes.

SDG 16
Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

Given an Indian’s fundamental right to judicial redressal, it is not a far-fetched idea to have a goal
that centres on the themes of peace, justice and strong institutions that can maintain independence
from the powers of politics and the rich. The rule of law is promoted to reduce violence and
corruption and build an accountable system. Aaina strengthened local governance systems, referral
pathways, and participatory mechanisms to ensure accountability, institutional collaboration, and
inclusive decision-making. By embedding programmes within local governance, strengthening
institutional partnerships, and creating platforms for adolescent participation, Aaina reinforced
inclusive institutions, accountability and justice in access to services.

● Each village seed bank elected two women caretakers, responsible for registers and
management. Routine monitoring and evaluation visits by Aaina leadership ensured
accountability and sustainability.

● Regular coordination was established with the KVK senior scientist, the Block Agriculture
Officer, the Assistant Horticulture Officer and the Block Program Manager (OLM) to
facilitate farmer registrations, access subsidies, and provide technical support.

● Project SHRUTI strengthened local health
systems by building structured ENT referral
chains. The report notes that over 60% of ENT
referrals visited the district hospital for
consultation, showing effective functioning of
the referral system.

● Governance mechanisms included weekly
project meetings, daily online documentation
and monthly central reviews. These ensured
systematic oversight and transparency across
initiatives.

● Under the Healthy City for Adolescents project, participatory governance was expanded
through 30 workshops, FGDs and audits, with adolescents presenting their work at national
platforms such as Connect Karo (Delhi) and Youthopia (Jaipur). Collaboration with the
Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation was central to piloting Sensephere, embedding
adolescent voices in municipal planning.
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SDG 17
Partnerships for the Goals
Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for
Sustainable Development

An overarching goal about strengthening the implementation and
revitalisation of the global partnership required to achieve the
objectives the UN aims to achieve post the Millennium
Development Goals. Aaina’s work was anchored in multi-
stakeholder partnerships that provided technical expertise,
financial support, political visibility and community mobilisation,
enabling scale and sustainability of outcomes. With multiple
partnerships, Aaina expanded technical capacity, secured resources,
and amplified community voices at both local and national levels,
demonstrating how multi-stakeholder collaboration helps achieve
the common goal of giving back to society.

● Collaboration with Savitri Trust (UK) (funder/support), KVK (Krishi Vigyan Kendra), Forest
and Horticulture Departments, WRI India, Bhubaneswar Development Authority (Safe
City initiative) and Samabhav (training partner) ensured technical inputs such as saplings,
capacity-building and scheme convergence.

● A Block-Level Organic Vegetable & Seed Festival held on 16 March 2025 brought together
the Honourable MLA, multiple line officers and 208 women farmers from 30 villages. The
event showcased organic produce, strengthened institutional ties and reinforced political
visibility for community initiatives.

● Project SHRUTI worked with NIRTAR and ALIMCO for device fitment, with
financial/technical support from CIFCL and Rotary International (which contributed five
pairs of hearing aids). Partnerships with schools, PRIs and district hospitals ensured effective
referral pathways.

● The Healthy City for Adolescents initiative demonstrated partnership at scale, with WRI
India (technical), Foundation Botnar (funding), Aaina (implementer) and Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation (local government) working jointly. This collaboration enabled the
delivery of Sensephere (India’s first sensory street) and visibility at national platforms such
as Connect Karo (Delhi) and Youthopia (Jaipur), where adolescents presented project
outcomes.

Gender and POSH Training

As part of its external collaboration initiatives,
Aaina extended its expertise in gender
sensitization and workplace safety to the
World Skill Centre, Bhubaneswar. The
interactive Gender and POSH (Prevention of
Sexual Harassment) training aimed to
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promote respect, equality, and dignity across professional environments.

The sessions brought together a diverse group of staff, students, trainers, and trainees, engaging them in
reflective discussions on gender roles, unconscious bias, and the importance of creating safe spaces at work.
Through case studies, role plays, and scenario analysis, participants explored real-life workplace situations,

gaining practical insights into the POSH Act, 2013, and
mechanisms for prevention and redressal.

Participants shared that the sessions helped them recognize
everyday biases and the subtle ways in which gender
impacts workplace interactions. The training also
strengthened the capacity of the institution’s Internal
Committee, equipping members to address issues of
harassment sensitively and effectively.

This collaboration reaffirmed Aaina’s commitment to
fostering inclusive and equitable environments beyond its

own programs advancing a culture where every individual, regardless of gender, can learn, work, and lead
with confidence and respect.
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Unqualified Audit Opinion by SK Jena and Associates
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Balance Sheet as on 31 March 2025
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Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2025
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Receipts & Payment Account for the year ended 31 March 2025
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Annexures and Note to Accounts
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Transparency and Accountability Disclosures
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Financial Analysis of Incomes and Expenditures in the Year 2024-25
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